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TOWN OF CORNISH, 


Hnding March 13, 1866. 


_ PRESS OF THE CLAREMONT MANUFAOTURINGCO, 
CLAREMONT, N. H. 


State of Hee Dampadive, 


fe S To the inhabitants of the Town of Cornish, in the County of Sullivan, in said 
State, qualified to vote in town affairs— 

You are hereby notified to meet at the Town House in said Cornish, on Tuesday, the 13th 
day of March next, at 9 of the clock in the forenoon, to act upon the following subjects: 

1. To choose a Moderator to preside in said meeting. 

2. To choose a Town Clerk. 

3. To choose a Representative to represent this town in the General Court of this State. 

4. To bring in your votes for Governor, Councilor, Senator, Railroad Byres ee 
County Treasurer, Register of Deeds, and one County Commissioner.’ 

5. To choose Selectmen, and all other necessary Town officers. 

6. To raise such sum of money as may be necessary to defray Town charges the ensuing 
year. 

7. To raise such sum of money as may be necessary to make and repair Highways and 
Bridges the ensuing year. 

8. To see what sum of money the town will vote to raise to pay existing claims against 
the town. 

9. To see if the town will vote to dispense with the services of a Liquor Agent the ensu- 
ing year. 

10. To see what action the town will take to enlarge and fence the burying ground near 
the residence of Stephen Farnsworth. 

11. To see if the town will vote to discontinue the highway commencing at a stake and 
stone standing one rod north from the northwest corner of lands owned by H. B. Jackson, 
northeasterly to a stake and stone standing opposite the north line of land owned by H. B. 
and C. A. Jackson. 

12. To see if the town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to pay the iaterest on five 
hundred dollars hired of Beniah Colby to pay Bounty to Volunteers. 

Given under our hands and seal, this twenty-third day of February, in the year eighteen 
hundred and sixty-six. 


$ ‘HENRY GOULD, 
WM. BALLOCH, of 
JONAS HASTINGS, } Cornish. 


SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


The Selectmen have assessed the inhabitants of the Town of Cor- 


_ nish and the lands of non-residents the sum of $17,338 36 
Also the inhabitants of School District No. 3, . 600 00 
Also the inhabitants of School District No. 6, 18 31 
To which add non-resident high way tax, 51 40 
Amounts to $18008 O07 
We have paid into the Treasury the following addition- 
al sums : 
Cash received of County for support of paupers, $568 20 
Cash received of William Balloch, Agent for Town in 
L. H. Smith suit, 91 27 
Cash received for Circus License, 30 00 
Cash received Town of Henniker pauper monéy refunded, 15 00 
Amounts to 818, 712 54 
State tax, $4102 50 
County tax, 1268 36 . 
——_——._ $5370 86 
Which deducted leaves a balance of $13,341 68 
We have drawn orders on the Treasurer as follows: 
For support of Schools, $1129 75 
For plank and timber, 241 15 
For support of paupers including those chargeable to the 
County, 835 05 
Henry Ayers, services Superintending School Committee 
1864, 45 00 
William Balloch, cash paid on B. C. Merrill’s order, 100 00 
James Tasker, work on road, 19 00 
H. Gould, blank books and stationery for Selectmen, 1117 
H. Gould, interest paid J. T. Breck, 12 00 
H. Gould, expense to Concord settle State Bounty, _ 15 80 
James F, "Tasker, work and timber on Davis road, 336 91 
James FE’. Tasker, work on Chase bridge, 3 00 
Orlando Powers, writing for Selectmen 1864, 11 00 
C. R. Leslie, interest on orders, 18.00 


W. Stowell, contingent expense for Selectmen, 14 00 
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Michael McCarty, interest on Town order, 
a 

S. P. Thrasher, work on Bryant bridge, 

S. P. Thrasher, damage to wagon 1864, 
S. P. Thrasher, work on road 1864, 


H. Gould, land damage School District No. 3, 


Reuben Davis, work on road, 

Reuben Davis, pass through field, 
Abijah Williams, over-tax, 

Wm. C. Harlow, over-tax, 

Henry M. Day, Surveyor’s services, 
B. S. Fletcher, Selectman, services, 1864, 


Wm. C. Hart, building School-House in District No. 3, 


J. F. Tasker, work on Mercer bridge, 
George Jackson, work on road, 
Quartus Fletcher, work on road, 
Philenda Ayers, pass for B. F. Bugbee, 
Arthur L. Wood, over-tax 

Nathaniel Smith, over-tax, 

N. A, Deming, Selectman, services 1864, 
Wm. H. Daniels, over-tax, 

G. D. Kenyon, work on road, 

G. D. Kenyon, over-tax, 

Anna Johnson, ‘“ 

8. A. Tracy, entertainment Selectmen, 
J. H. Fellows, work on bridge, 

Amos Richardson, over-tax, 


Claremont Manufacturing Co. Town Reports 1864, 


Amos Richardson, interest on Statenote, 
J. Hastings, over-tax, 

M. & M. Coburn, over-tax, 

A. G. Vinton, over-tax, 


H. Gould, furniture for School-House District No. 3, 


Roxanna C. Little, over-tax, 

J. O. Richardson, a 

J. B. Chase, AS 

Alvah Spaulding, ‘ 

J. T. Breck, Town Clerk, services, 

J. T. Breck, notifying Jurors, 

F. Burbank, over-tax, 

O. P. Burr, balance of Agent’s salary, 
Wm. Balloch Town Order blanks, 
Lucinda Weld, clothing, 

O. P. Burr, services with hearse, 

J. B. Comings, over-tax, 

J. O. Wyman, entertainment Selectmen 1864, 
Forrest Freeman, repairing bridge, 


Thrasher, stone work on Mercer bridge, . 
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J. H. Griffin, funeral of Mr. & Mrs. George Robinson, 
Wm. Balloch, cash paid Ira Colby, jr. attorney fee, 
L. Martindale, cash to aid families of Volunteers, 
L. Martindale, Agent, services, 

L. Martindale, expense to Concord, 

L. Martindale, Sheriff fees, 

M. Harlow, cutting ice in highway, 

M. Harlow, contingent, Selectmen, 

Orlando Powers, collecting State note, 

J. T. Breck, repairs on School-House District No. 6, 
J. Hastings, work on road, 


G. D. Kenyon, non-resident highway tax paid in labor, 


J. F. Tasker, replacing Chase bridge, 

Wm. C. Hart, work on bridge, 

G. D. Kenyon, abatement on tax book 1865, 

J. Hastings, tax on Town Farm, 

E. L. Cushing, Counsel and Attorney Fees, 

S. F. Ayers, over-tax, 

B. F. Thrasher, contingent expense, 

J. Hastings, Selectman, services, 

Wm. Balloch, J. 

Wm. Balloch, taking affidavits, 

Wm. Balloch, Agent, services in L. H. Smith suit, 
Wm. Balloch, contingent expense in L. H. Smith suit, 
Wm. Balloch, contingent expense for Town, 

ok Hastings, 66 66 73 66 

H. Gould, Selectman, services, 

H. Gould, stamps, interest, &c. 1864, 


H. Gould, getting and setting up furniture District No. 38, 


H. Gould, contingent expense, 

J. M. Davidson, Treasurer, services, 

J. M. Davidson, collecting State note, 

G. D. Kenyon, Collector, services, 

J. Hastings, abatement tax 1863 and 1864, 


Amounting to the sum of 


Which deducted from the above receipts leaves a balance 


in favor of the Town, of | 


4 00 

8 00 
500 00 
10 00 
12 00 
4 09 

6 00 
19 60 
5 00 
18 31 
8 00 
17 81 
21 25 
1 50 
246 52 
68 34 
31 50 
t 20 
35 00 
75 00 
107 00 
4 50 
24 00 
16 30 
8 05 
11 00 
116 50 
24 21 
10:25 
21 75 
40 00 
3 00 
75 00 
AT 37 


$6496 23 
$6845 45 


For a more particular explanation of the financial condition of 
the affairs of the Town, reference may be had to the Treasurer’s 


Report. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 
HENRY GOULD, 


WILLIAM BALLOCH, 


JONAS HASTINGS, 


Selectmen 


of 


Cornish. 
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ALMS-HOUSE REPORT. 


—o079300-— 


The Clash Account, as rendered by the Agent, for the year end- 
ing Feb. 28, 1866, is as follows : 


RECEIPTS. 
Received for produce of Farm, $201 91 
of Selectmen for support of County paupers, 359 60 
do. Services with hearse, 6000 
do. Order to balance Agent’s salary, 180 44 
» $801 95 

| EXPENDITURES. 

Paid for clothing, groceries, &c., 451 95 
O. P. Burr, Agent, salary, 350 00 
Amounts to $801 95 


An inventory and appraisal of the personal property at the 
Alms House, made by the Selectmen on the 27th day of Febru- 
ary, 1866, amounts to $1930 66, an increase over last year’s ap- 
praisal of $83 10, to which add amount due from County for sup- 


port of paupers, $26 50, amounts to, $109 60 
Which deducted from $180 00, balance of Agent’s salary, leaves 
a balance against the Alms House, of $70 40 


The produce of the Farm has been as follows : 

2 calves, 40 tons hay, 185 bush. potatoes, 52 bush. oats, 20 bush. 
oats and peas, 4 bush. rye, 1 bush. peas, 1 bush. grass seed, 14 
bush. India wheat, 113 bush. corn, 34 bush. beans, 1 bush. onions, 
24 bush. turnips, 5 bush. beets, 2 bush. carrots, 15 heads cabbage, 
4 bush. apples, 75 lbs. sugar, 1300 lbs. pork, 600 lbs. beef, 180 
lbs. cheese, 310 lbs. butter. 

The affairs of the Alms House have been managed by the 
Agent and his wife in a manner quite satisfactory to us, and we 
have engaged their services for the ensuing year. The provisions, 
grain, &c., will be amply sufficient for the season. There have 
been at the Alms House the past year from six to eleven inmates. 
Two have died, two have left. The present number is seven. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 
H. GOULD, Overseers 
WM. BALLOCH, of 
J. HASTINGS, )the Poor. 
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AGENT'S REPORT. 


The undersigned, Agent chosen to aid Families of Volunteers 
from March 14, 1865, to March 13, 1866, begs leave to report : 


RECEIPTS. 
Money in the hands of Agent, March 14, 1865, 


Received of the Town by order on Treasurer, 


Received of State Treasurer, 
Amounting to 
PAID OUT. 
Paid family of Charles C. Bartlett, 
Charles B. Comings, 
James H. Chapman, 
Alonzo Knight, 
Josiah Davis, 
Sumner P. Tewksbury, 
John H. Humphrey, 
Eli B. Stearns, 
Erastus O. Cole, 
Eber Beers, 
Barker B. Churchill, 
Isaac H. Kingsbury, 
Horace Dow, 
Benaiah Colby, 
Samuel Merrill, 
Paid 1 parents of George F. Wentworth, 
' Oliver P. Smith, 
Thomas Holbrook, 
Owen Barker, 
Oliver Jackson, 
Henry Blood, 
Thomas Holbrook, omitted last year, 
Paid widow of Hiram Stone, 
Paid discharged volunteer Edmund H. Cobb, 
Paid into Town Treasury, 
Paid interost on money, 


Amounting to 


Amount of receipts, 
‘From which deduct expenditures, 


‘Leaving a balance in favor of the Town of 
Amount due from the State, March 13, 1866, 
Which is respectfully submitted. 


$141 07 
500 00 
2482 73 


$3123. 80 


26 60 
17 46 
52 40 
52 40 
47 96 
16 48 

102 00 
70 60 
70 60 
36 00 
AT 96 
1277 
13 39 
18 47 
51 00 
33 01 
26 12 
24. 00 
11 38 
13 82 
16 00 
46 47 

* 600 
12 00 

2149 41 
35 20 


$3009 50 


$3123 80 
$3009 50 


$114 30 
$715 72 


LEMUEL MARTINDALE, Agent, 


TREASURER’ REPORT. 


RECEIPTS. 
1865. 
March 8. Cash on hand, 70 20 
April 16. Received of H. Gould, County pauper 
money, 445 59 
Oct. 24. Received on State note, 1615 67 
$2131,46 
Nov. 3. Order on County for support 
of paupers, 1864, 501 36 
Dec. 16. Wm. Balloch, circus license, 30 00 
1866. 
Jan. 2. State Treasurer, Savings 
Bank tax, 107 O1 
$638 37 


State Treas., railroad tax for 
1863, ’64, 65, 1389 92 
State Literary Fund, 40 90 
On State note, 2872 40 
$3053 22 


L. Martindale, Ag’t to pay State aid to 
families of Volunteers, 2149 41 
Jan. 26. H. Gould, County pauper money, 103 51 


Feb. 22. do. "122 63 
Interest on School fund, 28 24 
$2403 79 
Wn. Balloch, on execution, vs. L. H, 
Smith, 91 27 
March 5. H. Gould, pauper money refunded by 
Town of Henniker, 15 
$8,333 11 
G. D. Kenyon, Collector, é 10,667 18 


Amounting to $19,000 29 
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EXPENDITURES. 
Cash paid, as principal, on old orders, 10,988 35 
New orders, : 5,943 28 
Interest, on town orders, 2,106 15 
Amounting to $19,037 78 


From which deduct amount of Receipts, leaves a balance due 
Treasurer of $37 49. 
Which is respectfully submitted by 
JAMES M. DAVIDSON, Treasurer. 


a 
Statement of Financial Condition of the Town. 
LIABILITIES, 

Cash borrowed by L. Martindale, Agent to aid families of Vol- 

unteers, 400 00 

Orders drawn in 1861, and now outstanding, 485 00 

1862, do. do 982 00 

| 1863, do. do. 5155 00 

fo 1864, do. do. 14358 24 

f 1865, do. do. — 9903871 

Interest now due on outstanding orders, 760 65 

$32,044 60 

Orders drawn past year outstanding, 552 95 

: $32,597 55 

Add balance due Treasurer, 37 49 

Due Superintending School Committee, 48 00 

Amounts in all to | $32,683 04 
RESOURCES. , 

Due from State Treasurer for State Aid refunded, — 904 00 

United States, for Assignments, 1800 00 

County, for support of paupers, : 25 00 

Balance taxes in Collector’s hands, 1970 32 

4699 32 


Actual indebtedness of town over and above resources, $27,983 72 
Interest due the ensuing year, $1685 00. 


SCHOOL FUND. 


Notes in the hands of the Treasurer, $470 87 
JAMES M. DAVIDSON, Treasurer. 
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L. H. SMITH’S SUIT. 


REPORT OF AGENT. 


The undersigned having been chosen at the Annual Meeting, 
March 14, 1865, an agent to defend the Town of Cornish, in the 
suit at law commenced by L. H. Smith against said Town, would 
submit the following report: 


This action was brought to recover damages for the same cause 
as reported last year. Damages claimed to the amount of one 
thousand dollars. The case was entered at the September Term, 
1865. At the commencement of the January Term, 1866, when 
the case was called up, counsel for the Town reported ready for 
trial. The counsel for the plaintiff said that probably no trial 
would be had that term, but was not prepared to say at that time 
precisely what disposition would be made of the case; consequent- 
ly, no witnesses were summoned. At the close of the term the 
plaintiff became non-suit and judgment was rendered for costs in 
favor of the Town. I have received an execution for costs 
amounting to the sumof seven dollars and ninety-six cents, which 
has not yet been collected. 


The expense to the Town has been as follows : f 
Paid Cushing and Colby, Attorney fees, $1900 
Agent’s services, , 2400 
Contingent expenses, 16 30 
Amounting to the sum of * $59 30 
Deduct amount of execution, 7 96 
Leaves as the actual expense to the Town, 7 $51 34 


All of which is respectfully submitted, ~ 
WM. BALLOCH, 4geni. 
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Report of the Superintendent of Schools. 


——2_ SQ. — 


FELLOW CITIZENS: 

In the discharge of the duty incumbent upon me as Superintending 
School Committee during the past year, I beg leave to respectfully submit 
the following report of the condition of the Common Eieale of Cornish 
during the past year: 

District No. 1.—Prudential Committee, Henry Weld. Amount of 
school money, $124 40. Number of scholars in the Summer term 15, in 
the Fall term 16, in the Winter term 26. The Summer term of 12 weeks 
was taught by Miss Emily Leavitt of Cornish. The school, in all respects, 
was a success; in the rare art of governing a school, and in her excellent 
method of imparting knowledge, Miss Leavitt stands preéminent. All 
the duties of an earnest and faithful instructor was discharged by Miss 
Leavitt, and was made manifest by good order, the discipline and progress 
made in the various studies. The school should be commended for the 
steady attendance of the schglars. It is almost unnecessary to say that 
this school was one of the best taught in town. 

A Fall term of 6 weeks was also taught by Miss Leavitt with the same 
ability and success which she exhibited in the management of the Summer 
term. : 

The Winter term of 9 weeks was taught by Mr. B. B. Bennett of Brat- 
tleboro, Vt. This was the first experience of Mr. B. in school teaching. 
Some teachers may, in their examination, exhibit more thorough scholar- 
ship, but few can teach a better school. The method of instruction prac- 
ticed by Mr. B. seemed pleasant and thorough. I shonld judge by what I 
saw at the opening and close of the school, that it was successful in all re- 
spects, and generally gave satisfaction to the district. 

Distrior No. 2.—Teacher, Miss Laura 8. Chase of Cornish. Length of 
term 10 weeks. Number of scholars 16. Amount of school money $89 53, 
When I visited the school, soon after its commencement, it appeared to be 
conducted with a thorough appreciation of ‘what constitutes a good 
school.” The precision, the harmony and order observed in all of the 
exercises of the school was plainly to be seen. I failed in visiting the 
school at its close, but I have no doubt but that the term closed with the 
success which marked its commencement. 

The term during the Winter of 9 weeks was under the instruction of our 
former School Superintendent, Henry Ayers. Number of scholars 22. I 
visited the school but once, at its close, deeming it unnecessary to closely 
inspect the work of one whom I supposed to be an adept in the science 
and art of ‘teaching the,young idea how to shoot.” In presuming upon 
the gentleman’s abilit to instruct a common school, | beg leave to 
say that he showed both scholastic and administrative qualities belongin 
to the superior pedagogue. It is needless to say that at the close of the 
term, during the examination of the school, it gave evidence of being well 
conducted, and that all the progress that the short term would allow was 
made. : 

District’ No, 3.—Prudential Committee, Wm. F. Johnson. Amount of 
school money $60 90, Number of scholars in Summer 19. The Summer 
term of 10 weeks was taught by Miss Jennie L. Johnson of this town. 
The attendance of the scholars, for some reason unknown to your Commit- 
tee, was very irregular, interfering very much with the efficiency of the 
school. The habits of study and rank of scholars, as reported in the 
school register, is somewhat below the average of schools. The school 
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made during the term fair progress, and I think gave good satisfaction to 
the district. 

A Winter term was commenced by Miss Rachael A. Hook. Number of 
scholars 15. The school continued only two weeks, In this district a new 
school-house was erected in the Fall, with the intention of completing it 
before commencing the Winter term, but for some cause the house was not 
finished until quite recently, and it was thought best to discontinue the 
school until the new school-house was completed ; as the old school-house 
was not fit for the purpose for which it has been too long devoted. I 
visited Miss Hook’s school at the commencement of the term, it appeared 
to be doing well. Miss Hook’s acknowledged ability in school Sauce is 
a sufficient guarantee of what her success would have been if the school 
had continued. The school commenced again the 26th of February, to 
continue 6 weeks. 

District No. 4.—Prudential Committee, Mr. C. B. Fitch. Amount of 
school money $44 59. Number of scholars in the Summer term, 10; length 
of term 10 weeks. The term during the Summer was taught by Mrs. Et- 
tee E. Wood. I found the school at its commencement progressing in a 
satisfactory manner. Mrs. W.’s method of instruction at system of gov- 
ernment was very pleasant and efficient. I‘was unable, in consequence of 
sickness, to visit the school at the close, but have reason to believe that its 
auspicious commencement was prophetic of its successful close. 

A Winter term was commenced by Miss Jennie L. Johnson, which is not 
yet closed, at the time of Mt this report. At my visit, at the com- 
mencement of the term, the school seemed to have made a good beginning. 
I have not made my closing visit, and am unable to give a full report of 
its efficiency during the time it has been taught. 

District No. 5.—Prudential Committee, H. 8. Chase. Amount of 
school money $56 66. Miss Oakes commenced a Fall term in this district, 
but was obliged to give it up after teaching two or three weeks, on account 
of sickness. I visited the school at its commemcement, the first day of its 
beginning, not intending to do so; the school did not begin as soon as I 
was informed it would by one week. The school of course was not organ- 
ized and under working way at that time, and as it closed abruptly I can- 
not tell with what success it was conducted. No Register of the school 
has reached me while taught by Miss Oakes. ‘ 

A Fall term of 6 weeks was taught by Miss Hattie Ayers of Cornish. 
Number of scholars 12. Miss Ayers taught the term with a good degree 
of ability and success. The teacher seemed quietly and faithfully per- 
forming a duties, at my first visit; and as the Winter school followed so 
closely the close of the Fall term, I did not think it best to visit it but once, 

_ The Winter term of 6 weeks was also taught by Miss Ayers. Number 
of scholars 17. This term was successful in all respects, as far as taught. 
Miss A. gave up her school at the close of the 6th week, on account of 
sickness, and not being able to resume it again, it is now being taught by 
Miss Laura Deming of Cornish, and is not yet finished. 

District No. 6.—Prudential Committee, Charles Tyler. Amount. of 
school money $184.17. Number of scholarsin Summer 35. Miss Salome 
H. Hardy, of Cornish, taught the Summer term. This school was very 
large during the term; itis the general custom of the district to divide 
the school and employ two teachers, this was not done during the Summer 
term. Miss H. consequently had a large school to manage,—a school not 
particularly noted for correct habits and scholarly conduct, But Miss H. 
seemed to manage the school, composed of many young as well as older 
scholars, with a fair degree of success. Patience and firmness seemed to 
govern her conduct in the administration of discipline, and faithfulness 
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and accuracy in instruction. I think that, under the circumstances, the 
school was successtully conducted. , 

The primary school in the Winter term, was under the instruction of 
Miss Caddie Hall of Cornish. Length of school 10 weeks. Number of 
scholars 28. Miss H. seemed to conduct her school with much energy and 
decision. The scholars are all small, and the school-room unfit for the 
a ae for which it is used; but, notwithstanding these difficulties, Miss 

. labored as if it were pleasure to overcome them. I found in my visit 
that order and system in all things pertaining to the management of the 
school, was observed. I am sure that the school was a profitable one for 
the district. 

The Winter term, in the principal department, was conducted by Mr. 
Arthur Lewis of Claremont. Length of term 10 weeks. Number of 
scholars 31.. Mr. Lewis is a young man of excellent literary acquirements, 
and although quite young, yet somewhat experienced in school teaching. 
Mr. L. Rtonided to his duties faithfully, devoting his time and efforts en- 
tirely to his business. Mr. L. seemed to win the respect and good will of 
most of his scholars; and although the task of governing this school has 
not always been an easy one, yet Mr. L. exhibited much firmness and 
good judgment in its management. The school discipline appeared good, 
the method of instruction by the teacher accurate and thorough. The 
classes in written arithmetic passed, at the closing examination, a very 
creditable exhibition of what they had acquired during the term. The 
teacher did his work well. But that seemingly disinterested party to the 
school, the parents of the pupils, I cannot so highly commend. Thus the 
whole number of scholars is 31, the average attendance only 23, 409 cases of 
absence or tardiness, and 100 of dismissal. The parents of the pupils have 
the power to remedy this gross fault pertaining to this school. The ma- 
‘terial for the best school in town is in this district. If the people of this 
district manage these materials, and all the affairs pertaining to the high- 
est interest of the school, with the ability which they exhibit in their 
ordinary avocations, success will not bedoubtful. At the closing examin- 
ation of this term I was pleased to see such a numerous representation 
from the citizens of the district. 

District No. 7.—Prudential Committee, Albert Penniman. Amount 
of school money $8994. Number of scholars 17. Length of term 10 
weeks. The Summer term was taught by Miss Helen M. Chase of Cornish. 
The literary qualifications of Miss Chase arg very good, more than ordi- 
nary. The register for so small a school shows that the attendance of the 
scholars was very irregular. The health of Miss C. was not good, I be- 
lieve, during the school; as a necessary consequence, the energy and earn- 
estness of the teacher was much impaired, yet the school made fair 
progress. ¥ 

A Winter term of 10 weeks was taught by John B. Chase. Number of 
scholars 26. This was the first experience of the teacher in teaching 
school. Mr. Chase’s scholastic attainments are superior. I visited the 
school three times during the term and found it to all appearance progress- 
ing well. Mr. Chase, I think, gave his pupils accurate and drongh in- 
struction. The recitations of the classes in written arithmetic evinced 
pve drill in the elements and principles of that science. Mr. C. was 
devoted to his occupation, and I think that the district were well satisfied 
with his efforts to discharge his duties. He gives the district the credit for 
hearty codperation with him in sustaining the interest of the school. IfI 
should criticise the conduct of the school at all, I would say if somewhat 
better order had been maintained, it would have increased its efficiency. 

District No. 8—Prudential Committee, Barnard Wyman. Amount of 
School money, $93.67 Numberof scholarsin Summer term, 14. The Sum- 


14 , 


mer term of 11 weeks was taught by Miss Rachael A. Hook, of Cornish 
Miss Hook is an accomplished teacher in all respects, and the improvement 
shown in the closing examination was highly satisfactory. The parents of 
the pupils in this district manifest, by their presence ir schoo!, the interest 
with which they regard its prosperity, 

_The Winter term of 9 cna was taught by Miss Emily Leavitt, of Cor- 
nish. The great experience and thorough qualification of Miss L. render 
it always certain that whatever school she undertakes to teach will be man- 
aged with ability and success. This school made fine improvement during 
ae term, and at the closing examination reflected credit upon all concern- 
ed. ; 

District No. 9—Prudential Committee, Carlos Smith. Amount of School 
money, $56.50, Number of scholars in Summer,-8. The Summer and Win- 
ter terms were both taught by Mis® Isabel Fletcher, of Cornish. Length of 
Summer term, 10 weeks. This was.a very successful school. Miss F. is 
systematic and accurate in her instruction, and the school appeared as if 
under the guidance of an experienced and skillful teacher. In most re- 
spects this school has no superior. 

The number of scholars being 8, the average attendance during the term 
was 8, showing a punctuality of attendance which no school in Town can 
compete with. Miss F. is entitled to great credit fow bringing this impor- 
tant item of regular attendance, so prominently before the minds of pu- 
pils and parents as to work such good results. 

The Winter term of 12 weeks, number of scholars 13, was carried through 
with the same good success as was exhibited in the Summer term. Fine 
improvement was made in all the studies. 

District No. 10.—Prudential Committee, Hiram, Weld. Amount of 
School money, $71.68. Number of scholars in Summer, 16. The Summer 
term was taught by Miss Carrie L. Fletcher, of Cornish. 

Miss F. has a very pleasant and easy way of teaching. I should think 
that the relation between teacher and pupils was mutually agreeable. 
The closing examination was more than ordinarily interesting,’and the 
school all that could be desired- ; 

The Winter term of 8 weeks, number of scholars 20, was taught by Mr. 
W.S. Thrasher. This was Mr. T.’s first’school. Everything appeared to 
go along harmoniously and well, the order was good, and the improvement 
made was evident at the close of the term. 

District No. 11.—Prudential Committee, George Jackson. Amount of 
School money, $75.04. Number of scholars in Summer term, 29. The 
Summer term was commenced by Miss Francis Hook, of Cornish, and con- 
tinued two weeks, her health then failed and she left theschool. Miss Car- 
rie Freeman, of Cornish, took the school and taught it three weeks, her 
health failing she was obliged to give it up also; the school was then dis- 
continued. I visited Miss Hook's school atthe commencement of the term. 
Miss Hook's experience and reputation as a teacher is well known The 
school was doing well when I visited it, and would have undoubtedly been 
one of our best schools had it not been broken up by the sickness of Miss. 
H. I did not visit the school while taught by Miss Freeman, but heard 
that it gave good satisfaction. 

The Winter term of 14 weeks, number of scholars 41, was taught by 
Miss S. OC. Walker, of Cornish. This school was the largest in town I 
wonder how Miss W. succeeded in managing so many unruly pupils as well 
as she did. I cannot help thinking that the task of teaching this school 
ought to fallin the Winter term upon a male teacher. Miss W. had some slight 
trouble in school, and I was sent for to settle the difficulty, but found upon 
my arrival that.the matter had been happily arranged. 

‘I visited the school three times during the term, and found most of the 
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upils making good progress in their studies. The school was rather noisy, 
But could hardly be otherwise, considering the size of the school. Miss W 
I think, gave the district good satisfaction generally. 

District No. 12.—Prudential Committee, Hollis Knight. Number of 
~~ pidea 12. Amount of School money, $19.32. Length of Summer term, 
5$ weeks. . 

hi term was taught by Miss Eunice F. Deming, of Cornish. This was 
Miss D’s first term. rad itat the beginning, but as it closed suddenly 
on account of the illness of Miss D. I did not visit it at the close. Miss 
D. seemed to be conducting the school with the tact and skill of an old 
teacher. I think the school while it continued did extremely well. No 
Winter term in this district the past year. 

District No. 13.—Prudential Committee, Joseph Hilliard. Amount of 
School money, $66.50. Number of pupils in Summer term, 15, number of 
weeks in the terni, 10. 

The Summer term was taught by Miss Hannah T. Deming, of Cornish. 
Miss D., though not much experienced in teaching, succeeded very well 
with theschool, order seemed well maintained. The class in Mental Arith- 
metic for the age of the scholars was one of the best in town. | 

A Fall term of 10 weeks, number of scholars 15, was taught by Miss 
' Lorette Jackson, of Cornish. I visited the school but once, at its close, 
but from what I saw I was convinced that Miss Jackson did extremely 
well. This was her first attempt in teaching. If Miss J. will continue in 
the avyocation, I think that she will meet with the best success. 

The Winter term of 10 weeks, number of scholars 16, was taught by 
Miss Hannah T. Deming. Miss D. taught the term with the same degree 
of success as she did the Summer term, 

District No. 14.—Prudential Committee, Quartus Fletcher. Amount 
‘of School money, $27.22. Number of weeks 12, number of scholars 9. 

The Summer term was taught by Miss Lucie A. Huggins. The school 
was small most of the time, but appeared to be doing well when I visited 
it at the commencement. I thought that Miss H. seemed to have the es- 
sential elements of a good teacher. I failed to visit the school at its close 
and cannot confidently say what amount of progress was made, but believe 
that it was good. 

District No. 15.—Prudential Committee, Michael McCarty. Amount 
of ea money, $12.75. Number ‘of scholars, 13. Length of term 10 
weeks. 

A Fall term was taught by Ellen J. Balloch. This district has had no 
school for the past two or three years; and I expected to find the school 
very Reneaey but was much surprised to find it nearly on a par with 
other schools throughout the town. I visited the school but once, soon 
after it commenced, Miss B. was then getting along with her pupils very 
pleasantly, seemingly as if she was accuetomed to the business of teaching, 
this being her first attempt. I failed to visit the school at the close, but 
have reason to think it closed with credit to teacher and scholars. 

District No. 16.—Prudential Committee, Thomas A. Allen. Amount 
of School money, $46.78. Number of pupils in Summer term, 20, Length 
of term 12 weeks. The school was taught by Miss Laurie A Thrasher. 

Miss Thrasher’s method of teaching vas very pleasant and agreeable, 
the school seemed to be under the complete control of the teacher, and the 
best of improvement in all the studies was made. 

The Winter term of 6 weeks, number of pupils 18, was also taught by 
Miss Thrasher, giving the best of satisfaction. 

A class in written Arithmetic made the most apparent progress, for the 
short time the sohool continued of any I think in town. Tt is a pity that 
such a good school could not be continued longer. 
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In District No. 9 a private school was taught for a few weeks, after the 
close of the Summer term, by Miss Isabel Fletcher. In District No. 6 the 
school was lengthened 9 days by private subscription. 

The whole amount of School money this year, $1129 00. $9.32 of this 
goes to Districts in Plainfield and Claremont. 

The whole number of teaehers employed during the year, 28; 5 of them 
were males and 23 females ; 4 of them had never taught before ; 25 of them 
reside in this town. Whole number of scholars four years of age and up- 
wards attending school not less than two weeks, 405—-over 16 years ofage 
46, children reported not attending school at all 11. 

Five teachers have been obliged to leave their schools on account of ill- 
ness. No teacher has left for any other reason. 

Most of the schools have been taught by teachers of experience, only 
four were novices in the business. The literary acquisitions of most of the 
teachers were very good, and their methods of instruction and discipline 
generally commendable. In three or four of the schools that very impor- 
tant constituent of a good school, order, was not up to that degree of per- 
fection to which it ought to have been. I endeavored to impress upon the 
teachers the importance of suppressing whispering in the schools, believing 
it to be the main source of most of the difficulty which disturbs and ren- . 
ders inefficient our schools. I found that most of the teachers endeavored 
to carry out the advice given, and consequently I found very generally, 
but little whispering in most of the schools. 

In regard to School-Houses I can only re-affirm what former Superin- 
tendents have said and all know, that many- of them are much out of re- 
pair and some wholly unfit for the use made of them. 

Text. Books. These are nearly uniform throughout the town, the intro- 
duction of the series adopted at the town meeting, 1864, having been com-~, 
pleted by the former Superintending Committee. I have not found it 
necessary to introduce any new books. I do not think Brown’s higher 
Grammar well liked or well adapted for the use of Common Schools.— 
Whenever a change in Arithmetic is made, I would suggest the change to 
Adams’ Improved Arithmetic, of the edition of 1863. Benjamin Green- 
leaf, in a note, dated June 17, 1864, says of Adams’ Improved Arithmetic, 
‘“‘T have thoroughly examined Adams’ Improved Arithmetic, as recently 
amended by himself and Prof. Perry. This work is remarkable for the 
philosophical arrangement of its subjects, clear and accurate statement of 
its rules, and for important and original matter not to be found in any 
other treatise. The improvements of Prof. Perry in Fractions, Interest © 
and Proportion, Rule of Three and Equation of Payments are most 8 Se 
ious, att add very much to the value of this most excellent Text Book. 

BENJAMIN GREENLEAF, Author of Greenleaf’s Arithmetic.” 

In conclusion let me say, that the Common School is not yet up to that 
high standard of perfection which it is susceptible of reaching. “ Excel- 
sior”’ should be the people’s motto upon the subject. The great majorit 
of children acquire all the education they ever get, in the Common Schoo 
How evident then it is to all, that the most perfect system of instruction 
which human ingenuity can devise should be pursued in them. _Persis- 
tent and energetic effort should be nsed to attain the desired end. Colleges 
and high schools can take care of themselves, but the public schools need 
oontinually our fostering care. 

The intelligence of the masses is the basis upon which rests the super- 
structure of civil and political liberty and the perpetuity of the Republhe. 

EKO. W. UN yi 
Superintending Sehool Commatice. ° 
Cornish, March 7, 1866. 


a 
Ht 
hd 

7 
a 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
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Readers of the within Report are ee to notice 
that it is printed at the office of 


THE CLAREMONT MANUFACT’G CO. 
: Claremont, N. H., 
Who carry on the 3 
Book and Paper Manufacturing Business, | 


in all its branches and on an extensive scale, and are always 
ready to do promptly, neatly and thoroughly any job in 


Printing or Bookbinding 
for which they may receive orders. 


Also, in connection with their establishment they oe 


the most extensive assortment of 


BOOKS AND STATIONERY 


to be found in the State, which they sell at iclonala or 


retail, for cash, as cheap as the same can be bought in New 


Yorx or Boston. : 


Their Bookstore and Office for the transaction of all 
their business is located in the Lower Village, so called, 
where persons who may be in Claremont are invited to 
call; but all orders by mail will be attended to and goods 
forwarded on as reasonable terms as ees the purchaser 
were present. Address 


THE CLAREMONT MANUFACTURING CO. 


CLAREMONT, N. H. 


